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COMMUNICATIONS. 


I have frequently thought, that if we had no other 
criterion by which to detect the errors of those 
doctrines which are esteemed orthodox, a careful 
examination of the contradictions which appear 
when contrasting the writings and preachings of 
different clergymen, who are estimated correct, as 
well as of the inconsistency of each with himself; 
these would alone furnish suflicient materials for 
our purpose. The fondness which is so often dis- 
played for the systems of man’s invention,—the 
pride of learning, aud frequently a desire to show 
the talent of rounding a period gracefully, without 
i thought beyond the gratification of the ear by a 
rheterical flourish, repeatedly leads men to the utte- 
rance of principles, which they would not fora 
moment vindicate in an argument, nor suffer others 
to use Without a reprimand. We are all liable to 
rr; and itis not becoming in us to make a man an 
offender for awerd; butitis well for us to examine 
-arefully every production relating to the great con- 
cern of a future state, and especiolly, when it comes 
frou a source to which thousands look, as to an 
cle of divinity, xn almost infuliible teacher. 
I heave made the foreguing remarks, as an intre- 
luction toa quotetion frem a very learned and very 
juent preacher, late a pre sident of Yale College, 
"a system of divinity. The extract 
yatains a comple'e paragraph, and may be taken 
sa wholenot being any where in the sermon spoken 
{f as containiog a fatse principle. ‘That a preacher 
o much esteemed should declare, and thrice repeat 
what every intelligent man must pronounce ithe 
‘stical, is indevd strange, but such is the fuct. The 
extract is copied verbatim from a sermon delivered 
vn the decease of Mr. Marsh, a member, and proba- 
bly a professor in that insutution. Of this, howe- 
ver, lam not certain; having extracted the quotation 
from the sermen more than five years ago. The 
sermon is dated, Nov. 20, 1803, and can easily be 
procured if necessary. Here follows the extract.— 
“Among the things which are taught by the 
iead, those are especially interesting, which have 
wretofore respected themselves,—those in which 
tuey have been personally concerned,—in which 
they acted or suffered ; for which they have been 
istinguished, and by which they have been charac- 
sized. ‘Thus the infant, in artless and melancholy 
ceeuts, lisps from the grave the most affecting les- 
as, on the uncertainty,shortness, and vanity of life. 
Not even the comparative trnocence of that early 
period, it declares, furnishes the least exemption 
rom pain and serrow, disease and death. “See 
vere,” dt cries from the dreary tomb, “ the dawn of 
existence, set and vanished in never-ending night. 
schold me, born only to die; and carried from the 
radle to the grave. lo me see LiFe, and Hope, and 
ix, lighted up, only to be extinguished,—a day-star 
risen, but followed by no FUTURE DRY.” 
To every man professing to believe in the immor- 
tality of the soul, the question is now stated; whe- 
ty to place implicit confidence in 
‘he witness of any system-monger, who can utter 
so great an absurdity in so few words! For the 
honour of humanity, it is to be hoped, that every 
man who knows even but little of the impert of 
language, will pause, before he gives credence to the 
crude systems of men, who treat the understanding 
of their hearers and readers with so much con- 
tempt, as to offer them such husks as the foregoing 
paragraph presents, And yet, it isa melancholy 
fact, that in our nearest, our best, and beyond all 
comparison our greatest interests, we too often re- 
ceive for truth the ipse dixit of fallible men, and with 
less caution, than we should observe in a pecuniary 
matter of the value of one dollar. 
_ Is this speaking unguardedly, or is the language in 
its fullest extent warranted by the most conclusive 
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hor } ; es 
if me is rear 


facts? It is a demonstrable truth, witnessed by near- | 
ly every day’s observation. Ask him, who has tor 
years attended the preaching, and helden commu- | 
onion with the most orthedor of the age, the an! 
plest questions relating to the Scriptures, or to his 
confession of faith? And the reply will generally | 
be as consistent with truth, as the answer of a blind | 
man to an interrogatory respecting the colours of | 
distant objects! 

Reader,—do you doubt my statement? If you do, 
make the experiment, and let the issue satisfy you. 
Inquire, where, and when, the image of God was 
lost? and then insist upon a Scripture definition of 
the image of God. Inquire, where we read of an cter- 
nal death? and then add unto it the last verse of the | 
sixth of Romans, and try the principle as opposed | 
to eternal life ! 

But why particularize a few of the inventions of 
men used as props to a Babel of the most heteroge- 
neous construction? The whole fabric is based on 
the unpudence, or the ignorance of its supporters! 
The obominable idea of never-ending misery, as a 
consequence of finite crime,—and that itis to be in- 
flicted by him, whose essence is Love, is beyond all 
comparison the greatest absurdity which has ever 
disgraced the annals of our world. 

MENTOR. 
Ibany, October 15, 1820. 


——— 
For the Gcespel Herald. 


Mr.Eprror,—lI feel myself under some obligation 
to you, for noticing the inquiries that I made con- 
cerning the genealog) of our Saviour as given in 
Matthew and Luke. But I should have been better 
pleased, had you given me an answerof your own, 
instead of that of Adam Clarke; which I must 
frankly confess, 1 consider as no answer at all. Mr. 
C wasindeed a learned man, but to use a vulgar 
expression, he had some very weak spots. I have 
no doubt but he thought his explanation fully satis- 
factory. Se when he gravely tells us, that the ser 
pent which deceived Eve, was the ourang outang ; 
and also, that Dr. Lightfoot’s devil caught up Judas 
as a hawk catches up achiecken, and flying high in | 





sincerity in question. 
ble for me to believe such things From such ex- 
planationsT can receive no satisfaction or instruc- 
tion. But I did flatter myself, that you, or some 
of your correspondents or readers, would cast some 
light upon this intricate, but important subject. J 


mation. 





POTHOS. 


ANSWER, 


We know of no data which would probably 
satisfy Pothos. Did the truths of the Christian 
religion depend on reconciling this discrepancy, it 
would then assume the shape of-an impertant in- 
quiry. 
case. In Jesus Christ were fulfilled the predictions 
of the prophets, who testified that he should come. 


the tomb, should be sufficient, without this required 
evidence; for had we no other evidence of Jesus 
hemg the Christ, but the agreement of Matthew and 
Luke in their genealogical accounts of his earthly 
progenitors, we should not believe him to be the 
Christ, the Saviour of the world. Therefore, al- 
though it would be a satisfaction to see this long 
disputed question settled to the consent of all par- 
ties, still it would, we think, if settled, afford at least, 
but trifling testimouy,compared with the great cloud 
of witnesses which now beset us. We conclude, with 








must therefore once more call upon you, or some | 
of your readers, to give me the much desired tnfor- | 


This, however, is very far from being the | 


And the evidence he gave,by ristig triumphant from | 





Saal 


the advice of the Apostle Paul, “ Neither give heed 
to fables and endless genealogies, which minister 
questions, rather than godly edifying, which is in 
faith.” 

-Vote. Any communication on this subject, from 
any of our correspondents, or others, which can in 
any shape afford satisfaction to Pothos, we shall 
publish with pleasure. 
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Mr. Eprvor,—In Number 23 of the Gospel 
Herald, you ask, “Is it not an outrage upon every 
principle of common sense, to deny the pre-exist 
ence of the soul?” And then you answer, “ It is.” 
Now, Sir, to be frank, Lam in great danger of com 
mitting this outrage ; and unless you can produce 
much stronger arguments in support of this opinion 
than Ll ever yet have seen, I shall most assuredly be 
guilty of it. 

1 wish you to bear in mind, that I have no inten 
tion at present of meddling with the main points in 
dispute between you and your opponents, but shall 
confine myselt to the subject above-mentioned. It 
has been asserted by some, and I suppose in agree 
ment with your opinion, that, because the works of 
creation were finished in six days, God within that 
time created souls enough for all the bodies that 
should ever come into existence on this earth; and 
indeed upon thesame principle, upon all other earths 
in the universe. Butmany difficulties seem to arise 
from this hypothesis. As, where have all the mil- 
lions and millions of souls, not yet furnished with 
bodies, taken up their residence while they have 
been waiting, and no doubt anxiously waiting for 
these frail tenements of clay. Dotheyenjoy complete 
and conscious existence,—if so, why de we not 
have some recollection of that pre-existent state?—if 
not, is there not something very whimsical in the 
idea, that they should be left in that half finished 
situation for so many thousand years? As all souls 
must have been cotemporaries with the souls of 
Adam and Eve, and of course, totally independent 
of him for their existence, how could they be taint- 
ed or rendered impure, or indeed, in any way be 


the air, let hin fall and dash to pieces; I do not) affected by the fall of Adam, which took place on 
feel any disposition even in these cases to call his lthis earth? If our souls have been created as long 
Bat it is absolutely impossi- | as the world, we might reasonably expect that they 


would have arrived at a very great degree of wisdom 
and knowledge, before they came into this world, 
lfor these are the properties of the soul, and not of 
|the body. Do you suppose that children are born 
jinto the world at the present day, possessing more 
wisdom than thoa-e which were boro four or five 
thousand years ago? Ordo you suppose they have 

isauds of years in complete idle- 
ble you to tell why 
most people are ever to arrive at any 
great degree of pereetion tn auy art or seience, for 
we all know that bard to conquer old habits 
re questions, but ldo not 
you wits tee many at once, 

ou Friend, 


TIMOTHEUS. 


l wasted aw ay th 


ness? This would, indeed, en 
) ’ 


too tofolent 


l Col hei ask you many t 


like to trouble 
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it is our opinion, that Timotheus will find greater 
difficulty in denying, than in adauting our premises; 
land for one plain reason,—namely, our premises are 
necessary to support hiis own conclusions, It is a 
common remark, that the existence of a Deity, or 
first great capse, is of necessily true. And the rea 
sonableness of this remark, proceeds alone from the 
acknowledged fact, that efect, of necessity, presup 
poses a cause. Before Timotheus commits the ort- 
rage which he says he ts in * great danger’ of com 
mitting, we request him to ask himself three ques 
tions. First. How could men die, before they lived: 








118 


Second. How could they live, without having erist- 
ence? Third. How could they exict in dam, with- 
out existing prior to their present mode of exist- 
ence ¢ 
If Timotheus does not commit the outrage, until 
he answers the above questions to the satisfaction 
of any reasonable man, we think he will never com- 
mit ut 
Timotheus says, “ This would indeed enable you 
to tell why most people are too indulent ever to ar- 
rive at my great degree of perfection in any art, or 
science ; for we all know itis hard to conquer old 
habits.” Though we are not acquainted with partieu- 
lars,still we think,we can fell the cuuse whiy,de. The 
cause is either physical, or mental; aud direct, or 
indirect. For instance, blindness. If amants born 
blind, it physically incapacitates him from acquiring 
knowledge in many arts and sctences. Ha man is 
born with a mal-conformation of parts, proper to 
reason, he is, as respects his present mode of exist- 
ence, antdiot. Physical causes may be indirect. 
A concurrence of circumstances apparently fortui- 
tous, may seclude in the obscure cottage, and bowl- 
ing wilderness, a being, who uoder more beuvign 
and favourable circumstances, would explore the 
fields of science, unlock the mysteries of nature, 
and shine the Newton of his age. Mental causes 
may be indirect. The mind by early and wrong 
impressions, may wander from the path of wisdom, 
and pursuing wrong objects, be prevented by satiety, 
or disgust, from future exertions. We think, how- 
ever, it might be a question of the arts and sciences 
among men, whether they are a bane, or antidote, in 
yart,at least. The art of making one another misera- 
le, and the science of confounding truth and error, 
in such a manner as to make it a disputable point, 
even among celebrated Doctors of Divinity, whether 
ENDLESS MISERY, OF ENDLESS HAPPINESS is best, is, 


in our opinion at least, a sorry argument in their | 
Ihe only true criterion to judge of the | 


JSavour. 
merits of any art, or science, is its utility. And if 
this infallible rule were in every case extensively 
and impartially applied, we hazard the declaration, 
that few men could be found who value their repu- 
tations, who would publicly and indiscriminately 
advocate them! The arr of making each other 
happy, and the science of enlightening the under- 
standing in the things which alone belong to our 
peace, is, in our humble opinion, of more value than 
all others put together! Consequently, all arts and 
sciences which militate against the happiness of 
mankind, are a curse instead of a blessing. The 
Scriptures inform us, that “ man was made upright, 
but sought out many inventions.” The arts and 
sciences, therefore, which are the inventions of de- 
praved understandings, cannot justly be considered 
as belonging to upright beings ; and our correspon- 
dent may easily find a solution to his difficulty, feces 
this fact; for the inventions posterior to the fall, 
were unknown previous to that time, and men by 
dying to their upright state, lost their knowledge of 
that state. It, therefore, follows, that a child born 
four thousand years ago, would know as much of 
the arts and sciences abruad in the world, as a child 
born in our age, &c; and that would be nothing at 
all. 

It must occur to Timotheus, that the arts and 
sciences generally, are confined to, and grow out of 
the real, vr imaginary wants and passions, which 
are indigenous to this mode of existence. 
— of little consequence, whether a cockle-shell 

ound in Asia, is of the same genus with those 
found in Europe; or whether butterflies in England, 
have longer legs than those found in America ; yet 
questions of similar and trifling moment occupy the 
attention, employ the time, and create expenses, 


leye, at the last trump; 
}sound,—and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
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here, and the idiot disencumbered of his mortal 

shackles, and received into the full blaze yf a glori- 

ous, triumphant, and happy ETERNITY! 

_>-- 

Answer To Amator Veriratis. 
( Concluded.) 

“* Because thy rageis come up against me, and thy 
tumult is come up into mine ears, therefore, will I 
put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, 
and 1 will turn thee back by the way by which thou 
camest. Isatan, XXXVI. 29, 


Our keruten closed his fifth paragraph, as fol- 
lows,—* O reader be not deluded; tor there is no 
salvation tor those who die impenitent ; the word of 
God asserts, that the smoke of their torments as- 
cendeth up for ever and ever: and they shall have 
nu rest day nor night’ At the close of his com- 
munication, lie quotes the passage in Rey, 22d chap. 
1éth verse, “ It any man shall ADD unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are 
written in this book,” &e., and declares, ‘HE con- 
siders it as applicable to the whole of the Bible!” 
And this is prefaced, by exclaiming, “O ve pe- 
ceivens, there is an awruL wo denounced against 
you,’ &e. Therefore,“ out of thine own mouth will 
I judge thee!” How dared youadd to the things 
‘ written in the book,’ by declaring, that “ there is 
no salvation for those who die impenitent ;” and 
that “ the word of God asserts, that the smoke of 
) their torment aseendeth up for ever and ever,” &e. 

We tell you solemuly and plainly, that you have by 
| perversion, contradicted the testimony of heaven! 
| Will not the wo you denounced, and the plagues, be 
\added to you! Again,—You commenced your sizth 
|paragraph, by decleriog, “* ‘There is not the least 
j hope fora future restoration to be derived from 
‘the Seriptures,” Sc. God declared by his prophet 
(Ezekiel, xvi. 40 to the end) to the Jews, that 
they should “be stoned with stones, and thrust 
through with swords,” (would they not die?) “ Ne- 


vertheless, | will remember my covenant with thee | the Lord God. 
jin the days of thy youth, and I will establish unto 





try,—look at it, lay your hand upon your breas: 
and in the presence of your God and Judge, pro. 
nounce it truth at your peril! Here it is,—* Ther, 


‘is not the least hope for a future restoration to by 


derived from the Seriptures.” And you, ye jj 

censed promulgators of this heresy, hear ye th, 
word of the Lord,—“ Wo be unto the pastors th 

destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture, sait) 
the Lord. Therefore saith the Lord God of [z,a, 

against the Pastors that feed my people, Ye hay, 
scattered my flock, and driven them away, and bay 

not visited them ; behold, I will visit upon you th, 
evil of your doings, saith the Lord. And I yj) 
gather the remnant of my flock out of all couy 

tries whither I have driven them, and will bring 
them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitiy) 
and increase. And I will set up shepherds oye; 
them, which shall feed them; and they shall fea: 
no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they hy 
lacking, saith the Lord. (Jeremiah xxiii. Ist to 41), 
verses inclusive.) “* My people bath been lost sheep 

their shepherds have caused them te go astray ; thes 
have turned them away on the mountains, &e. 4) 
that found them have devoured them; and the); 
adversaries said, We offend not, because they hay 
sinned against the Lord,” &c. Jer. |. 6,7. Ezek 
Xxxiv. 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 23. “ Therefore, O y, 
shepherds, hear the word of the Lord; Thus sait! 
the Lord God, Bebold, | am against the shepherds 

and I will require my flock at their hand, and cause 
them to cease from feeding the flock ; neither sha)! 
the shepherds feed themselves any more: for I wil! 
deliver my flock from their mouth, that they may 
not be meat for them. For thus saith the Lord 
God, Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep 
and seek themout. Asashepherd seeketh out his 
flock in the day that he is amongst his sheep that ar 
seattered; so will I seek out my sheep, and will de- 
liver them out of all places where they have been 
scattered in the cloudy and dark day. I will feed 
my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, sait! 
I will seek that which was lost, and 
bring again that which was driven away, and wi! 


thee an everlasting covenant,” &e Even the resto-| bind up that which was broken, and will strengthe: 


‘ration of Sodom ts declared. In the 37ih chap. see that which was sick: but L will destroy the fat and 


) 11th to lath verses, inclusive, the suture restoration | the strong: 1 will teed them with judgment. 


jof allthe Jewsis declared. “ Then he said unto 


|me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house | 


of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, 
|and our hope is lost; we are cut off for our parts. 
Therefore, prophesy and say unto them, 'Thus saith 
the Lord God, Behold, O my people, I will open 
your graves, and cause you to come up out of your 
graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. And 
ye shall know that | am the Lord, when I] have 
opened your graves, O my people, and brought you 


you, and ye shall live; and I shall place you in your 
own land; then shall ye know that | the Lord have 
| spoken tt,and performed i,saith the Lord.” in Psaim 
xxii 27.‘ All the ends of the world shali remember 
and turn untothe Lord; and all the kindreds of the 
nations shall worship before thee.” (Quere. Is not 
this ‘ future restoration’) The apostle Peter de- 
_clared, see Acts 3d chap. 21st verse, of our ascended 
| Lord, “* whom the heaven must receive, until the 
times of restitution of all things, which God hath 
| spoken by 
|the world began.” Will not this be a future restitu- 





It is a/ tion? Paul declared, see 1 Cor. xv. 22, 52, 53. “ For 


las in 
' 


Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
for the trumpet shall 


and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must 
(not may) put on incorruption, and this mortal must 


up outof your graves, and shall put my Spirit to} 


the mouth of all his holy prophets since | 


while thousands of our species are miserably ignorant | put on immortality!” And the prophet declares, “ all 
of their destination, and uuhappy here, from fear | flesh shall see the salvation of God!’* Let our re- 
and uncertainty relative to their future state. There | futer now lay his hand upon his breast, and in the 
is one fact which speaks volumes,—of the arts and | presence of his God and Judge, declare, that he bas 
sciences, which in the civilized world make so great |nottaken away any thing from the words of the 
a noise, and occupy so much attention, there are not | prophecy of this book, (Bible) IF HE DARES!! 
py more than one to a thousand, of all the | Reader, look at this blasphemous and impious de- 
uman race, who know the meaning of the terms | claration of this orthodox candidate for the minis- 
which designate, or define them ; and the real diffe- a 
rence existing here, between the greatest philoso- | 10 to 17, Galatians iii. 28, 29. Ephesians. ii. 13, to 20. 
her, and the most stupid idiot, is incomparably John x. 1 to 6, & 16th verse. Psalm c. 3. Isaiah sxv. 6, 
ess, than the difference between the philosopher |7, 8. Rev: y. 13. Psalm Ixxavi 9 John iv. 24. 


* See Isaiah 1.21 to 27. xlix. 6,to 17. Jeremiah. ¥RX. 





And 
I will set up one Shepherd over them, and he shal! 
feed them, even my servant David; he shall feed 
them, and be shall be their Sheph« rd.” 

Our correspondent in his sixth paragraph, says 
* Christ assures us, that the fire of bell shail never 
be quenched,” &e., and refers us to Mark, 9th chap. 
43d to 48th verses inclusive. The word in the 
original,translated hell,is yeesvav. locus suppliciorun, 
locus, a = suppliciorum, a supplication, a prayer 
&e., public puniehment. In 1 Cor. xv. 55. O grave 
in the original, 48s, oreus mors,—orcus, the state. 
or space of the dead,—mors death. In Rev. xx. 15 
14. hell in the original, is aéys. Now, we are not on 
ly willing, but we cheerfully confess, that the fire 
of gehenna shall not (or if you like it better, shall 
never) be quenched. Whatis gehenna? It is trans- 
lated hell,—granted, sois hades. In Hebrew, it is 
the vallis Hinnomi. It was in this valley of Hin- 
nom, that the idolatrous Israelites sacrificed to their 
idols. Christ aye “ Seek first the kingdom of hea- 
ven,’ &e. And inthe passage in question, Chris! 
says, it is better to enter into life maimed, than, &c. 
to be cast into gehenna, or hell. Life, light, and 
immortality, are brought to light, (or made known 
by the gospel. The contrast to this gospel, is death, 
darkness, and mortality, or gehenna, hell. The in- 
telligent reader, who is not blinded by his pre- 
judices, will see, that gehenna is the state of spi- 
ritual death, in which unbelievers are cast And 
hades 1s the place of mortal death; the receptacle 
of the dead. We shall prove this. Likewise, the 
fire of gehenna spoken of, of what nature itis, Kc. 
It is, however, proper to observe, that the language 
in Mark is highly figurative. If any one disputes 
this,we ask,do you believe it is to be taken literally : 
If so, pluck out your eye, and cut off your hand’ 
your own mouth shall judge you, and hell on your 
principle, will inevitably be your portion! If you 
from necessity admit a part to be figurative, give 2 
reason why the whole is not figurative ; or, at least, 
show your authority for making one part figurative 
instead of another! This you can never do! 








Paul in his First Epistle to Cor. xv. 34, 55, says, 
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Our refuter adds, “ Can any one be so vain, as 


‘So when this corruptible shall have put on incor- to say, that this change can take place after death ? 
ruption, and this mortal shall have put on immor- | A supposition like this cannot be supported,” Kc. 
tality,then shall be brought to pass the saying that is Now, we are so vain, as not barely to suppose this, 
written, Death is swallowed up in VICTORY. © but to believe it. All God’s prophets believed it. 


Death, where is thy sting? O Grave, (hades) where 
is thy victory?” Reader, will you at that time an- 


-wer, and say, the sting of death, and the victory of 


the grave, is in gehenna? If so, andif you answer 
‘ruly, How can the saying that is written be brought 
to pass? Let him answer this question that can. 
And our word for i, ‘The saying that is written will 
be brought to pass, before this question will be an- 
swered!!! If but one of the race of Adam is at 
that time under the dominion of, or a victim to death, 
temporal, or spiritual, he can give the LIE DI- 
RECT to the triumphant song, and cry, HERE is 
the STING of DEATH! HERE is the VICTIM 
of the GRAVE!!! 

The fire of gehenna never will be quenched. But 
gehenna itself shall be swallowed up in light, and 
life, and love. The full blaze of the Redeemer’s 
righteousness shall burst upon the universe, enlight- 
ening the minds,purifying the affections, and warm- 
ing with the glow of devotion the hearts of all; 
and the declaration of the prophet, “ O death, I 
will be thy plagues! O scheol (hell) I will be thy de- 
struction,” shall be manifest to congregated worlds; 
and one eternal day, O Gop, Be ruing!!! In the ab- 
sence of the natural sun, it must be dark, as a conse- 
quence. In the absence of the Spiritual Sun of Right- 
eousness, Jesus Christ, the mind of man is dark, 
and his state is gehenna. In this state he experi- 
ences the fire spoken of; and to him it never will 
be quenched. It is the concomitant of unbelief; and 
the unbeliever must experience it, as long as he is 
an unbeliever. But the momeut he believes, that 
moment he is out of gehenna; and free from its 
fires. Its flames can no longer scorch him, for he is 
covered from head to foot with the armour of the 


| Isaiah, see xxvi. 19. declares, “ Thy dead shall live, 
| my dead body shall they arise.” Again, see xxviii, 
| 16.“ And your covenant with death shall be disan- 
/nulled, and your agreement with hell (wehenna) 
| Shall not stand.” See Ezekiel xxxvii. 5. “ Can 
| these bones live? (What say you, Amator Verita- 
tis? Ezekiel said) O Lord, thou knowest. 5. Thus 
'saith the Lord God unto these bones, Behold, | 
will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live 
(Dare you cail this rantty?) 14. And shall put my 
| Spirit in you, and ye shall live.” Quere. Were 
these, ‘ the whole house of Israel’ deprived of the 
Spirit of God? Our refuter adds,“ The Scriptures 
as well as reason attests the contrary. We learn 
from them, (the Scriptures) that those who come 
to this awful end will be so far from becoming re- 
conciled to God, that they will become mere devils, 
who will spend an eternity in cursing and blasphem- 
ing their Maker’s name,” &e. We are sorry to be 
again obliged to charge our refuter with downright 
| falsehood; but so itis. Why did not he produce 
| his testimony to prove this? Now we tell him, the 
Seriptures no where say, that any of the race of 
Adam “ will become mere devils, and spend an eter- 
nity in cursing,” &e. How dare you add to the 
book? Are not you afraid of the “ awful wo de- 
nounced, and of the plagues?” ‘ This truth,’ you 
say, “no one will deny, who believes the words of 
our Lord, for he has said, in that furnace of fire, 
there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth, Mat- 
thew xiii. 50.” Is wailing and gnashing of teeth, 
cursing and blaspheming? And does Christ say, 
they shail curse and blaspheme their Maker’s name 
to all eternity > Answer this, thou “ child of the de- 
vil, and full of all subtilty 2” If you will look at the 








gospel of peace! ‘The apostle James, in his Epistle, | 38th verse of this chapter, you willlearn, that the 
chap. iii, says, “ For in many things we (not the | “ good seed are the children of the kingdom;” and 


non-elect, or wicked sinners,) offend all. If any man 
offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, able 
also to bridle the whole body. ‘The tongue is a lit- 
tle member, and boasteth great things. Behold, 
how greata matter a little fire kindleth! And the 
tongue isa FiRE, a world of iniquity; so is the 
tongue among onr members, that it defileth the 
whole body, and setteth on fire the course of na- 
ure; and u@ ws sel on FIRE of HELL!” Reader, 
the word here translated hell, is yetvyys If this tes- 
imony is not conclusive, there is no meaning in lan- 
guage ! 
it our refuter is not convinced by this irrefutable 
testimony, he has no hold to retreat to, but the dark- 
ness of his own mind, ‘ gehenna! But he shall be 
brought from this recess of fire and flames; for 
Jehovah has declared, “ I wil! ransom them from the 
power of the grave; [ wil redeem them froin 
death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, 
will be thy destruction; repentance shall be hid (1 
will not turn from this my purpose, ov, the very 
idea of changing this my purpose, shall be hid from 
me,—I will not think of it,) repentance shall be hid 
from my eyes!’ Hosea xiil. 14. 
Our refuter, in his sixth paragraph, says, “ None 
of the unregenerate sons of Adam shall ever walk 
the golden streets,” &c- Thisis truth! But God 


be praised, we have his word, that “ All the ends of 


the world shall remember and turn unto the Lord.” 
Then, * they shall walk the golden streets!’ Our re- 
futer adds,“ For he that cannot lie, has said, “ Ex- 
cept ye be converted, and become as little children, 
ye shall not enter the Aingdom of heaven” We 
JOYFULLY say, Amen! This is triumphant testi- 
mony! Heaven be praised for this!!! Now unbe- 
iiever, Where ari thou? The same God, ‘ that can- 
iot lie,” has declared, they, “ All the ends of the 
world shall remember and turn, all nations whom 
fiod hath made shall come and worship!” Nay, 
more,—the same God, ‘ who cannot lie,’ has de- 
clared, “ him that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out!” Will not they who come be converted ? 
Will they not be in the kingdom of heaven, when 
they worship? And will not they then worship in 
spirit, and in truth? For such, says Chyist, “ The 
ather chooses to worship him '” 


by looking at the 8th chap. 12th verse, you will 
learn, that the “ children of the kingdom shall be 
cast into utter darkness; there shall be weeping and 
guashing of teeth.” What do you think of this? 
What will you do now? 

Our refuter’s seventh paragraph relates to Judas, 
We refer him to our 22d Number, page 92, and 23d 
Number, 93d and 94th pages, for a full and conclu- 
sive answer to his objection. 

His eighth paragraph is 4 compound of miscon- 
struction and folly, almost without a precedent. And 
we pass it by with observing, that we have truth 
for his falsehoods, and pity for his ignorance. 

His last paragraph contains a quotation from 
Hebrews x. 26, 27. We inform him, that in the ori- 
ginal, the word which is translated adversaries, is 
veevaytiss. contrarius. contrario. Or that which is 
contrary to, repugnant, hurtful, &c. Adversarius, an 
enemy (io the singular) an adversary. See Luke 
| xiii. 17. « All his adversaries (plural) were ashamed ’ 
| In the original, avrexecuevor. Tn Hebrews, the per- 
son spoken of, looks for indignation, but instead of 
destroying him, the creature of God, it destroys the 
adversary of God and man, and all that ean hurt or 
afflict. God is not the destroyer of his children. 
Remember this. He next quotes the declaration of 
| Christ, “ Broad is the way, &c., and many go in 
&e.; and narrow is the way, and few,” &e. We ac- 
knowledge, that destruction is the consequence of 
going in the broad way, &c., but, the prophet says, 
“ Who redeemeth my life from destruction.” Again, 
the “many who go mit,” are justified, and do not 
know it: for says the Scriptures, “ By his know- 
ledge, shall my righteous servant justify many.’ 
Again, “ By the obedience of one, shall many be 
made righteous.” Our refuter asks, “ is the destruc- 
tion here spoken of temporal punishment ?” 
adds, “ No one who consults the Scriptures 
pretend so!” What! Please to reverse this. 
refuter, all at once, drops his infullibility, av 
comes an inquirer; in this shape, we think he will ap- 
_ to much better advantage, and the inquiry, ts, 








gate ; and if so, those who dte in their sins, are irre 
coverably lost. If this is not the ease, what did our 
Saviour mean, when he said, * What is a man pro- 








And | cross, 
will | | 
Our! rent asunder! Shadows and types ceased, and “ the 


and be- | hand-writing of ordinaners were taken away’: being 


ecause Christ “ tells us but few enter in at the strait | the 
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fited, if he gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul=” And adds, wonderful to relate,—“ Can that 
soul be lost, that is to be restored to a state of hap- 
viness? Certainly not!” This is indeed soba 
ing blindness. What could our student be thinking 
about. Pray, can any thing be found, without it is 
first Jost 2? Christ said, he came to “ seek and to save 
that which was lost!” Now, can that soul be los, 
which is sought out, and saved? ‘ Certainly not!’ 
Where was our student's eyes, that he could not 
see? Is he not in gehenna? 

Note. The Jews, and even the disciples of Christ, 
wished for a temporal Saviour, to free them from 
the Roman yoke, and establish their sovereignty in 
a temporal kingdom. The salvation of their souls 
depended upon the spirituality of the kingdom of 
Christ. Therefore, the question put them by Christ, 
isexplained Namely,—Supposing you were freed 
from the Roman power, and were masters, your- 
selves, of all the world, what benefit would result to 
you in the end; if L.who am to be a Spiritual King, 
and reign in heaven, should only give you a temporal 
kingdom, and reign with you on earth ? 

ee 


-Inswer to the Sincere Inquirer. 
(Continued from page 108.) 


The Editor after making a number of observa 
tions, (which Lomit here) says, “ We ask Theophi 
lus, where he obtained his authority for calling 
Christ, the flesh ; and describing him as made under 
the outward covenant, to end a shadowy dispensa- 
tion.” 

Ans. 1. Theophilus no where in his address to the 
Inquirer after Truth, called Christ the flesh. For 
he believed Christ’s visible flesh veiled his invisible 
substance, which no natural eye could or can see. 
The Editor’s accusation here is erroneous, and a 
misconstruction. 

Ans. 2. The outward covenant is the Jaw. Gal. iv 
21,24. Heb, viii. 9. Exod. xxxiv. 27. Deut. iv. 13. 
I prove that Christ was made under the outward 
covenant, or law, Heb. ix. to end a shadowy dispen- 
sation: Ist. By the Bible history. 2d. By Gal. iv. 4, 5. 
Mat. xxiii. 3d ibid v. 17, 18,19, &e. Sd. By his own 
concession, page 30. Col. 2 

1 The Bible history relates, that Jesus Christ was 
made (or born) under the existence of the law, was 
circumcised according to it, and was brought up 
under its administration and authority. 

2 Paul explicitly declared to the Galatians, that 
“Gad sent forth his Son made of a woman,made un- 
der the law, to redeem them who were under the 
law.” By this, we are taught, that the redemption 
performed by Jesus in his outward coming was the 
salvation of the Jews from an outward covenant,tes- 
tament,orlaw; and notto save all mankind from their 
past,present and future sins: Accordingly Paul says, 
Eph. ii. 14. that Jesus broke down the middle wall 
of partition, and abolished in his flesh the enmity 
[between the Jew and Gentile] even the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances;’ and Jesus 
confirmed this doctrine, by saying, he was sent only 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel; Mat xv. 
24. Jesus Christ commanded the multitude, during 
his abode in the veil of flesh, to observe and do all 
that the scribes and Pharisees, who sat in Moses’ 
seat. bid them observe and do, Mat. xxiii. 8. He 
would not have commanded this obedience to the 
law, if the old covenant hadthen come to an end. 
“Think not (said he) that lam come [in this my 
outward presence | to destroy the law or the pro 
phets; Iam not come to destroy but fulfil, &e. and 
not one jot or tittle of the law [whieh was «a shadow 
of good things to come) was to pass till all be ful- 
filled.” Heb. x. 1, Mat. v.17, &e. The typical law 
and dispensation ended, when Jesus said on the 
“it is finished, and gave up the spirit.” Lo! 
then the veil of the holy of holies in the temple was 


vailed to his cross.” Col. ii 14. Then an end of all 
sins under the law, (agreeable to Dan. ix. 24 ) and 
70 weeks, were completed, which the angel 
Gabriel told Daniel were determined upon his peo- 
ple,and upon the holy city, “ to finish the trans- 
gression, to make: am end of sins, to make recon- 
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ciliation for naquity, aud bring wa everlasting rigut- 
eousness.”” The new covenant could not be brought 
in, nor the sins against it atoned for, till the old co- 
venant, and sins against it, were ended and put 
away by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus on the 
cross. According to Hebrews ix. 16. the adminis- 
tration of the New Testament could not commence 
before the death of the testator; “ for where a Tes- 
tament is, there must also of necessity be the death 
of the testator 3’ which is a plain proof, that Jesus 
lived and died under the old covenant, and put an 
end to it; for the death of the testator was neces- 
sary to give the New Testament force. Christ was 
nota mediator of the Old Testament; “ he is the 
Mediator of the New Testament, (not of the letter, 
but of the Spirit) that by means of death, (for 
what ?) for the redemption of the transgressions un- 
der the first Testament,—they which are called may 


receive the prowise of eternal inheritance.” Heb. | 


ix. 14. Here we may observe, he redeemed trom 


- : ; - “ 
the sins and transgressions under the first Testa- | 


ment, by means of death. The sins and transgres- 
jons of which ‘Testament, necessarily continued 
as long as the law remained, but no longer “ Now 
once in the end of the world, hath he appeared to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of himselt. verse 26. 
Whitt sins, except the sins under the Mosaic dis- 
pensation, could be pat away from amongst free- 
agents by the sacrifice of his visible body ? 

3. The Editor has also expressly declared, that, 
* Christ came in the end of the ages, (or Mosaical 
dispensation) or world.” Page 30. Col. 2. If he | 
came in the end of the Mosaical dispensation, he | 


PH GOSPEL HERALD. 


~fj, %? 


sulvalion unto the ends of the earth. 


We ask The- | 


ed for ever them that are sanctified.” Reader, dor 


ophilus, whether he does not contend that the com- | this look like the doctrine of the first coming of 


ing of Christ was a‘ light thing ? Christ declared, 
that he came to save the world,—that he gave his 
life for the world,’—and that when he © was lifted 
up, he would draw all untohim.” We ask The- 
ophilus in plain terms, Was not Christ offered up 
nearly 1500 years ago? And did he “ not by one 
fect for ever those that are sanctified?” 
Now again at Ephesians,and particularly, at 
the 2d chap. 15th, 14th and 15th verses, “ But 
| now in Christ Jesus ye who were sometime afar off, 

were these the Jews? if you think so, look at the 
}12th verse. And if Gentiles, remember thetr peace 
| was made, and they made nigh by one offering!) are 
{made nigh by the blood of Christ. Fer he is our 
| peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken 
/down the middle wall of partition, having abolished 
in his flesh the enmity, the aw of commandments 
{in ordinances, for to make in himself of teain one 
new man, so making peace,’ &c Reader, this is 
the testimony of God’s prophet and Apostle—now 
| look at the festimony of Theophilus—* The redemp- 
| tion performed by Jesus in his outward coming (i. e. 
when he came in the flesh !) was the salvation of the 
| Jews, &e., and NOT to SAVE all mankind,” &c. 
Reader, we have entered but the very threshold of 
the evidence we can produce from the scriptures 
against this heresy ; enough, however, bas been said. 
Theophilus has expounded the declaration of Paul, 
\ the * enmity, the law of commandments,’ to mean, 
| the ‘enmity between Jew and Gentile!!!’ We shall 
expect Theophilus to produce better authority for 
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did not come after the end, and consequently, his this exposition, than his own opinion, especially.as it 


first coming was under the Mosaical dispensation. 
( To be continucd.) 
ANSWER. 
It is with pleasure that we see the dawn of reason 
in Theophilus. ‘The obscurity whieh has distia- 
guished his communications, would be a_ sufficient 


excuse for a very great misconstruction on our | 
part; and we should be better pleased to find that | 
we had unintentionally misunderstood, than that)! 


he had intentionally misconstrued, and perverted. 
We however leave to the judgment of the reader, 
the decision of this matter. 
2 col. at the close of Theophilus’ first com mnunica- 
tion will be found the subject disputed, &c. Wedo 
not recollect of ever denying the manner, or end, of 
Christ’s coming. It is what he came for, whieh is, 
it appears, the matter in dispute The decloratiou 
of Theophilus in his fifth paragraph,—* By this we 
are taught, that the redemption performed by Jesus 


in his outward coming was the salvation of the Jews | 


from an outward covenant, testament, or law; and 
not to save all mankind, irom their past, present, and 
future sins. Accordingly Paul says, Ephesians, ii. 
14,” &c. We think this is so plain that Theophilus 
will not in future deny it. The niatter is now fairly 
at issue ; and we pledge ourselves to prove that this 
statement of Theophilus’ is destitute of all founda- 
lion, except the evidence of Theophilus himself, and 
others, whose testimony contradicting the positive 
decliration of God by his prophets, &e., is good for 
Reader, look at Paul's Epistle to the 
Ephesians, i. 9, 10. Paul declares, that * God has 
made kuown unto us the 1 rystery ol his will, &e., 
that in the dispensation of the f he 
aight gather together in one, all things in Christ,’ 
‘cc. Now, we ask, is this sa/eetion 2 Can you d ny 
this to be the will of God? What said the Holy 
Spirit ? * Lo, Leome, to de O God. By 
vhiel ietll we are tnetified. (How? When?) through 

ve oll cig of the body of Jesus 

‘or by one offering ne tiath perfected for ever them 
that are sanclified”” Hebrews x. 9, 10, 14. What 
sthe body of Christ? “Be it known unto you (says 
Paul) that Christ is ‘he Head of every man, we are 
the members of his body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones” Andin Eph i 22, 24.** And hath put all 
under his feet, and gave him the head over all to the 
Church; which is his body, the fulness of him that 
iileth allin all” Again, see Isviah xlix. 6 “ And 
he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be 
my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to 
restore the preserved of Iscael: 1 will also give thee 
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Number 19, page 75, | 


a rts! ouce Sor all. | 


| contradicts, and is contradicted by the same apostle, 
|} see Col. ii. 14. where Paul says, it was ‘the hand- 
| writing of ordinances, that was against us,” &e. The- 
ophilus adds, “ And Jesus coufirmed this doctrine, 
iby saying, he was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
' house of Israel,” Matt xv. 24. The reader, by look- 
ling at this ehapter, will find, that Christ was con- 
_versing with a Gentile woman, &c., and the subject 
was, not the salvation of the soul, but the healing 
the body! Now we have one question to ask The- 
ophilus, Was the law ever binding upon any man or 
nation, except the Jews? We shall dismiss this part 
of the subject, until we get an answer to this, and 
the above questions. 

Theophilus ends his fifth paragraph, thus,— 
* Here we may observe, he redeemed from the sins 
‘and transgressions under the first testament, by 
means of death; the sin’ and transgression of which 
testament neeessarily continued as long as the law 
remained, but no longer.—Now once in the end of 
the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of bimseli Hebrews ix. 26. What sins, 
under the Mosaical dispensation could be put away 
from amongst free-agents by the sacrifice of his 
visible body?” ‘To this we answer, we know nothing 
about “ free-agents,” they are a genus that we never 
read about in the Scriptures. But, the human race, 
or descendants of Adam, the Seriptures give ac- 
count of. The prophet declares, * by his knew- 
ledge, shall my righteous servant justify many, for 
jhe shall bear their iniquities.” The apostle, “ By 
| the righteousness of one (Christ,) the free gift came 
j upon all men unto justification of life. And as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall alt be made 
alive.” But io full, is the testimony of Christ him- 
itself. SeeJoho vi. 51.“ Tam the living bread which 
;erme down from heaven. Ifany man eat of this 
| bread, he shall live forever; and the bread that J 
|will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life 
| of the world.” 

Theophilus’ sizth paragraph, number 3, reads 
thus,—* The Editor has also express!y declared, 
that ‘ Christ came in the end of the ages, (or Mosai 
cal dispensation) or world.” Page 50 col. 2. “If he 
came in the end of the Mosaical dispensation, he 
did not come after the end; and consequently his 
first coming was under the Mosaical dispensation.” 
Here isthe balance, in which we shall weigh Theo- 
philus. And it is a true one, for it is sealed with the 
declaration of the apostle, see Heb. x. 11, 12, 13, 14. 
“ But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for 
sins, for ever sat down on the right hand of God; 
from henceforth expecting till hisenemies be made 








for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my 


his footstool. For by one offerine bo b-*' ~orfect- 





Christ being insufictent; and a second coming jy, 
the flesh of his people necessary to sanctify them - 
No’ Here is the balance; and we fear, that Theo 
philus on being weighed, will be found wanting ! 
(To be continued.) F 
—<= - 
“ Let not him that girdeth on his armour boast him. 
self as he that putteth it off” 


The Methodist preacher who very recently ang 
exultingly called upon Universalists to prove the 
truth of their doctrine, is informed, that if he wijj 
step out of his pulpit into the columns of this pa- 
per, he shall have an op, ortunity to prove the truth 
of his own, and the falsehood of ours; and farther, 
we assure him, that he, shall receive very particu. 
lar attention, and have no cause to complain of 
being slighted or overlooked. And we likewise in 
form him, that whatever may be the result, as re 
spects his ability to advocate his own doctrine, or 
refute ours, it would add, at least, to his reputation 
for SINCERITY. 

——— 
“LOVE WORKETH NO ILL’ — 

* And God” is love; therefore God worketh no j! 
to any of his creatures. But if the popular doctrin: 
of endless, uomerciful punisiiment be true, it seem: 
to contradict the above scriptural position. Ny 
one can doubt in this ease: for endless misery nust 
be considered by all, arealevil It would be such 
most certainly to the wretch who should endure it 
Did God, who is love, from ail eternity determin 
the endless misery of any of his creatures, accord 
ing to the popular creed? If so, why do we not 
hear those preachers, who believe aod teach such 
doctrine, labour to set up and maintain, that God sv 
loved the greatest part of mankind, that he appoint 
ed them to endless wrath betore the foundation o! 
the world? Why do we not hear them proclaining 
that God so loved the world, that he has determined 
to send his Son to judge and condemn the world to 
everlasting wo? Why do they noteatch the sacred 
flame, and rejoice in hope of the endiess triumphs 
of sin and death over the greatest part of mankind? 
The answers to these questions are obvious, it would 
be the heightof absurdity so to do It evidently 
appears, that while our preachers hold up the ides 
that a God of love has predetermined the everlast- 
ing misery of his creatures, they at the same time 
deeply regret it. They appear to be exceedingly 
sorrowful, they shed many tears of grief because 
they believe what they preach. But if that God, 
who is love, has determined this thing, is it not evi 
dent, that nothing but hatred can oppose it? Hf love 
has appointed mankind to endless misery, then it is 
certain, that if God had been hatred, he would have 
appointed men to endless felicity. There ean be vo 
fellowship, no agreement, no concord between love 
and hatred. If our preachers would carefully and 
candidly examine this subject, they would sav« 
themselves much sorrow, their hearers much tor 
ment, and avoid very great inconsistencies. If we 
allow that God is love, and that love worketh no ill. 
we have abundant reason to rejoice in all the ap 
pointments of the greatand good Ruler of the uni 
verse. 
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To Correspondents. 


Dean,An Impartielist, and C of New-Jersey, are receive: 

We find it necessary, again to request those of our cot o a 
pondents who are in the habit of writing a great quantity o: 
matter, on a small quantity of paper, to use more paver. If 
this is not attended to, we fear circumstances will oblice vs 
to pronounce manuscripts which are unintelligible, and which 
do not communicate, to be no communications. it neiiber 
comports with our duty, or leisure, to transcribe. Let hiin 
that writeth, write plain. 

eure 


Errata. 


In Number 2g, page 113, col. 2, 20th line from top, for 
deseris, read dessert In col. 3. 32d line from bottom, for 
Ephes xi. read Epies ii. In page 116, Ist col, last line, for 
3th chap. read25th. In Number 25, page 101, 1 col 26th 
line from the bottom, for Cor 11 chap read Cor. 2d chap. 
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